
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Service of Eucharist  

 

All Saints to Advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

The Gathering 
 

The minister introduces the service. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

 we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

 and wither and perish, but naught changest thee. 

 

4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight 

 all laud we would render: O help us to see 

 'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

 
Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 
 

The Greeting  
 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit:  

All Amen 

 

The Lord be with you: 

All And also with you. 



 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All Almighty God, 

 to whom all hearts are open, 

 all desires known,  

 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may perfectly love you 

 and worthily magnify your holy name,  

 through Christ our Lord,  

 Amen.   

 

Confession & Absolution 
 

Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 

looking to Jesus in penitence and faith. 

 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

 we have sinned against you 

 and against our neighbour 

 in thought and word and deed, 

 through negligence, through weakness, 

 through our own deliberate fault. 

 We are truly sorry 

 and repent of all our sins. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 who died for us, 

 forgive us all that is past 

 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

 to the glory of your name. 

 Amen 



 
 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  

and keep you in eternal life:  

All Amen  

 

The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

Only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

Receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the holy one, 

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father, 

Amen. 

  

The minister introduces a period of silence 

 

The Collect 
 

All   Amen. 



 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Reading(s) 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

7. Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

    For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

    he has consecrated his guests. 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

    and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently[d] on their dregs, 

    those who say in their hearts, 

“The LORD will not do good, 

    nor will he do harm.” 
13 Their wealth shall be plundered, 

    and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

    they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

    they shall not drink wine from them. 
14 The great day of the LORD is near, 

    near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

    the warrior cries aloud there. 
15 That day will be a day of wrath, 

    a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 

    a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16  a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

    and against the lofty battlements. 
17 I will bring such distress upon people 

    that they shall walk like the blind; 

    because they have sinned against the LORD, 

their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
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    and their flesh like dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 

    will be able to save them 

    on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

in the fire of his passion 

    the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end 

    he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, and sisters, you do 

not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very 

well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When 

they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come 

upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will 

be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to 

surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of 

the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall 

asleep as others do but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who 

sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But 

since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of 

faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has 

destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep 

we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up 

each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

At the end, the reader may say  

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God.   

 



 
 

Gospel Reading  
 

Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

All   Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Matthew 25: 14-20 
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents,[f] to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one 

who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had 

received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 

 

At the end the reader says 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

All   Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Sermon 
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Creed 
 

Let us now affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ,  

which we share with all the saints. 

 

All Christ died for our sins 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he was buried; 

 he was raised to life on the third day 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

 and to all the apostles: 

 this we have received, 

 and this we believe. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

This response, or another, may be used: 

Lord in your mercy 

All Hear our prayer 

 

At the end we may say:  

Merciful Father, accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace  
 

To crown all things there must be love, 

to bind all together and complete the whole. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   And also with you 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace 

 

All may exchange a wave of peace 

 

The Preparation of the Table 
 

To you we come, Father of lights, 

with angels and saints, 

where at this table heaven and earth unite. 

May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 

All   Amen 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer    
 

The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts 

All We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All It is right to give thanks and praise 



 
 

 

The minister leads the people in praise for God’s work 

 

The Sanctus may be said 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The minister recalls the Last Supper 

The following acclamation may be used 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

All Christ has died: 

 Christ is risen: 

 Christ will come again. 

 

The minister continues, leading to the Doxology. All respond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

With saints and martyrs through the ages, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Either 

… for ever and ever 

All   Amen. 
 

Or 

… in songs of everlasting praise: 

All   Blessing and honour  

      and glory and power 

      be yours for ever and ever. 

      Amen. 
 



 
 

 

All Our Father in heaven, 

 Hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done  

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory are yours 

 now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body,  

 because we all share in one bread.   

 

Agnus Dei  
 

All Jesus, Lamb of God, 

 have mercy on us. 

 

 Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

 have mercy on us. 

 

 Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

 grant us peace. 

 



 
 

Giving of Communion 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God: 

 

All Jesus Christ is holy, 

 Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Let us share in the banquet of Christ with all the saints. 

 

The president and people receive communion. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
A period of silence may be kept,  

 

All  Father of all, 

 we give you thanks and praise, 

 that when we were still far off 

 you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

 Dying and living, he declared your love, 

 gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

 May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

 we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

 we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

 Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

 so we and all your children shall be free, 

 and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

 through Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

Notices   

 



 
 

Recessional Hymn 
 
God of grace and God of glory 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 
 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on thy people pour thy power; 

 now fulfil thy church's story; 

 bring her bud to glorious flower. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 for the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn thy Christ, assail his ways; 

 from the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 for the living of these days. 

 

3 Cure thy children's warring madness, 

 bend our pride to thy control; 

 shame our wanton selfish gladness, 

 rich in goods and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

 

4 Set our feet on lofty places, 

 gird our lives that they may be 

 armoured with all Christlike graces 

 in the fight till all be free. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 that we fail not earth nor thee. 

 
 

 

Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969) 
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Blessing  
 

May God, 

who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of the saints, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace. 

All   Amen. 

 

May he give you joy in their fellowship 

and a share in their praises. 

All   Amen. 

 

May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness 

and come to the full radiance of glory. 

All   Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you and remain with you always 

All   Amen   

 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

All   In the name of Christ, Amen  
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